
 
ANPC ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Parable of the Sower 
Lesson Title: Increase and Opposition in the Kingdom  

Mark 4:3-9 (KJV) — 3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 4 And it 
came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air 
came and devoured it up. 5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not 
much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 6 
But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered 
away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and 
it yielded no fruit. 8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and 
some an hundred. 9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

Be sure to underline, highlight, circle, or make personal notes as you go through this text.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Initial Observations 

• This parable seems to serve as a key to other parables  
o Mark 4:13 

• The parable is framed by the word hear (Gk. Akouō) 
o Mark 4:3; 4:9 

• Mark 4:3-20 can be likened to a theological sandwich  
o Parable: Mark 4:3-9 
o Reason for Parables: Mark 4:10-13 
o Interpretation of Parable: Mark 4:14-20 

• Mark 4:3-9 is spoken publicly to a great multitude as part of the Seaside 
Teachings. Mark 4:10-20 takes place in a private setting with the twelve 
disciples (and a few others) at a later time.  

Mark 4:10–13 (KJV) — 10 And when he was alone, they that were about him 
with the twelve asked of him the parable. 11 And he said unto them, Unto you it 
is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and 
not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time 
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they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 13 And he said 
unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 

The Reason for Parables 

• Unto you/Unto them 
o Within: given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God 
o Without: All these things are done in parables  

• Mark 4:12: Jesus quotes directly from Isaiah 6:9-10 and Jeremiah 5:21 
o John 12:37-43 reveals the tension of belief and unbelief  
o The Apostle Paul lifts this theme in Acts 28:26-27  

• The purpose of a parable isn’t to condemn but to reveal and conceal  
o Reveal to those who believe  
o Conceal to those who don’t believe 

• Verse 12 doesn’t equal the purpose; it equals the result. (Read John 8:30-32) 
• Parables reveal an ongoing tension in the kingdom of God that is unpopular, 

but very real; Christ comes to divide (see Matt 10:34) and intensifies the 
demands of discipleship (see Luke 14:26-27; 33).  

The Interpretation of the Parable 

Mark 4:14–20 (KJV) — 14 The sower soweth the word. 15 And these are they 
by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan 
cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 
And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they 
have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root 
in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or 
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And 
these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the 
cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things 
entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And these are they 
which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 
 
Homework: This week, read through the interpretation and make as many notes or observations as you can. 
Compare your notes and observations with next week’s lesson. Sit down as a family and discuss, share, or 
toss around ideas from your readings and study.   
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